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Jaida’s Challenge
Jammin’ For Jaida’s Challenge is
being held this Saturday at the Alliston Memorial Arena, 49 Nelson St.
W. There will be live entertainment
as a video dance party by PYNX
Productions.
Plenty of door prizes are planned.
One of the raffle prizes is two return
tickets to anywhere West Jet flies on
its regular schedule. People must be
at least 19 years of age to attend.
Tickets are $15 in advance or $20
at the door. For more information
and the ticket venders visit www.jaidaschallenge.ca and look under the
events section.
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ears of financial woes have finally
forced the local Big Brothers Big Sisters chapter to close its doors after
three decades of operation.
In a letter sent out last week, president Laurie
LeBlanc of the Big Brothers Big Sisters of South
Simcoe (BBBSSS) broke the news. He wrote that
various “economic hardships” made it impossible to
stay open and thanked the community for the support
shown over the years.
Based in Tottenham, the charity provides children
from single-parent homes with positive adult role
models, serving residents in New Tecumseth, AdjalaTosorontio and Essa. But in more recent years, the
agency has faced significant money problems.
“It’s been a real struggle for us,” said LeBlanc, a
retired Big Brothers Big Sisters staffer who has volunteered with the local chapter for many years. “But
it’s not surprising. The community we serve of about
30,000, it’s very small. It’s hard to raise money and
compete with other causes when you live in a small
rural community.”
The yearly challenge of coming up with the approximate $150,000 to cover its annual operating
costs has always been difficult. LeBlanc said donations really started to dry up when the economy took
a nosedive in 2008.
In recent years, the agency benefited from a onetime, four-year $146,000 Ontario Trillium Foundation Grant. It’s also been kept afloat over the years
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EYE EXAMS

Dr. Neal Kingstone
O.D. Optometrist
NEW PATIENTS
WELCOME

Eye Exam Appointments
Available Evenings
and Weekends

2 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU BETTER

Walmart Plaza, Alliston 705 435 1995
Pine River Plaza, Angus 705 424 3233
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Jesse Dinan of Chameleon Masonry stands outside the St. Paul’s church in Alliston Wednesday
morning to reveal the recently restored steeple. Starting at the end of October, the contractor spent
about three weeks working on the 60-foot tower, removing, restoring and reinstalling about 1,800
bricks that had been damaged over time by water and wind. The total cost of the project, including
the brick work, scaffolding and roof repairs, came in at just about $65,000.
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YOU AND A FRIEND COULD WIN:
• 2 tickets in private hospitality suite to the
NHL ® All-Star Game Weekend in Ottawa
INCLUDING:
- the Molson Canadian NHL ® All-Star Skill
Competition TM on Saturday, January 28th, 2012
- the 2012 Tim Hortons NHL ® All-Star Game
on Sunday, January 29th, 2012
• 2 nights accommodations in Ottawa
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